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or blarney they will not exert, to gain the ultimate object
on which one eye is always relentlessly fixed. But the
Englishman hears only the blarney, and, immediately
flattered, he proceeds to romanticize the flatterer into the
distressful, broguey hero of a hard-luck story that holds
water only on the stage. Meanwhile the two-eyed Irish-
man plays the part expected of him for as long as it suits
his purpose, and writes down the Englishman as a credulous
fool.
If we bear in mind, then, that Bernard Shaw is always
the Irishman and is English only by domicile, we shall
understand better the nature of the two-eyed monster who,
in 1876, came to this hospitable land to startle its long-
suffering inhabitants.
For nearly three years Bernard Shaw remained out-
wardly quiescent, doing nothing notable, and for all we
know doing it very well. Observant, inquisitive, curious,
quick to reject and select, he probably got as much out of
his enforced tours of London and its environs as richer young
men of his age got from their grander tours down the Rhine
or through the capitals of Europe, or from the yearly
twenty-eight weeks of leisure that form part of a university
education.
Bernard Shaw was twenty-three. If the world would
not come to him, he must go to it, and in 1879 he obtained
a post with the American Edison Telephone Company, or
rather a cousin obtained it for him. At first his work took
him into the East End of London. His job there was to
knock on doors and persuade the people who opened them
to allow their roofs to be invaded and fixed up as supports
for telephone apparatus. The bold airs needed to do this
sort of thing successfully had in Shaw's case to be simulated,
of course; and although the rude impact between sensitive
shyness and people whose experience had made them sus-
picious of all well-spoken callers helped to stiffen his back-
bone and thicken his skin, the whole idea of bearding
strangers remained ridiculously and horribly painful to him.
He was soon rescued from the streets, however, and trans-
ferred to the haven of the company's office in Queen
Victoria Street, where he met Americans for the,first time.
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